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Toboly was successful on April 6; the fortress of Brody was bom
barded a week later, and the Russians retired across the Styr, 
destroying all bridges over that stream. The Germans then suspended 
operations and attempted to enter into friendly relations with the 
Russian troops with the object of concluding a separate peace. The 
Russian officers found great difficulty in maintaining even a semblance 
of discipline. By special orders from the revolutionary government, 
soldiers were instructed to cease saluting their officers and to decide 
by voting whether they would execute the orders they received. 
Three generals of great distinction resigned as a protest against the 
interference of the Council of Workmen and Soldiers with military 
operations. In June, Kerensky, the new Minister of War, visited 
the troops at the front, and after hearing his address, they voted 
for a resumption of hostilities. On July 1 Russian troops began 
an advance from Tarnopol in the direction of Lemberg, forcing back 
the Austro-German army and taking many prisoners. Halicz was 
taken by them on July 10, but heavy rains prevented effective pursuit 
of the Austrian garrison who retired behind the Lomnica river. A 
vigorous Austro-German counter-offensive began on July 9, which 
was completely successful; as many regiments of Russian troops 
retreated without fighting or refused to obey orders. Tarnopol was 
captured by the Austrians on July 24, and they crossed the Sereth 
without opposition. The Russian government restored the death 
penalty for desertion and took other drastic measures for re-estab
lishing discipline. On August 3 the Russians evacuated Czernowitz 
and entirely withdrew from the province of Bukowina. 

The Dvina was crossed by the Germans on September 2, when 
the Russian garrison evacuated Riga and retreated along the coast 
of the Baltic. The German fleet co-operated in the pursuit and much 
war material was taken from the retiring forces. General Korniloff, 
who was in command of one of the Russian armies, marched in the 
direction of Petrograd, with the declared intention of overthrowing 
the government. This movement failed and he was made prisoner. 
A Russian republic was proclaimed on September 14, with Kerensky 
as Prime Minister, but this government was overthrown on November 
8, by the Bolshevists, who had pronounced in favour of an armistice 
and a separate peace with Germany. Meanwhile the Germans had 
taken Jacobstadt on September 21, and occupied the islands at the 
entrance of the Gulf of Riga on October 12 and 13. The new Russian 
government shortly after its establishment opened negotiations with 
the Central Powers by requesting an armistice. 

THE SERBIAN AND GREEK FRONTS, 1917. 

During the early months of the year the allied fleets maintained 
a close blockade of the Greek ports. Military operations of slight 
importance were carried on in Macedonia and Serbia. The Italians 
gained ground in Albania and occupied the capital on June 10. Two 
days later the abdication of King Constantine of Greece, in favour of 
his second son, who had declared for the Allies, was announced. 
Soon afterwards Athens and other Greek cities were occupied by 


